
Who Will Be a Witness? 

 

Chapter 9: The Politics of Love 

 

In his work, On Christian Doctrine, the influential theologian Augustine of Hippo 

writes concerning the interpretation of the Bible: “Whoever, therefore, thinks that 

they understand the divine scriptures or any part of them so that they do not build 

the double love of God and of our neighbor does not understand them at all.” 
 

Here Augustine “is articulating the heart of Jesus’ own teaching in which the 

summation of the law is described in terms of loving God with every aspect of our 

being and loving our neighbors as we would our own selves.” 

 

“It is vital for Augustine that people find the well-worn path that leads to loving 
God and loving others. It is the summary, goal, and destination of our faith in 

Jesus. Through Jesus’ faithfulness, and our following after him, we have a road 

back to this life of love. How might our world look different if we read Scripture 

through the lens of loving God and loving our neighbor, and we were not satisfied 

with any other interpretation that lacked the capacity to ignite genuine love for 

others?” 
 

Hart writes in his experiences speaking and teaching at churches across the 

country, he has seen the visceral discomfort, shock, and cognitive dissonance in 

response to his sharing “the most deeply Christian imaginable, the call of laboring 

in love in response to their political enemies.” 

 
For all the important efforts working for social change and the development of new 

social policies, “something more is needed for deeper social transformation that 

policy can’t accomplish…we must reorient our discipleship back to the heart of the 

gospel of Jesus, which requires loving our neighbors and enemies concretely.” 

 

“In Christianity, one indisputable commandment holds special honor as the 
greatest and most important. When all things fall away, what remains is the 

commandment to love. Here in this simple four-letter word, love, everything hangs 

in the balance. It is what grounds the Christian life. You can achieve everything 

else, but if you have not grasped hold of love, your life is empty and you really 

have nothing. How many self-professed Christians go on and on about faith, with 

sophisticated nuance and distinction, expressing all the theological complexities 
and ethical ambiguities involved, but are still found wanting in the practice of 

love?” 



“The gospel of John contends that people will know the disciples of Jesus by their 

love for one another (John 13:34-35). Disciples of Jesus love their neighbor. For 
John, this is not about whether followers of Jesus should love their neighbors. This 

is what disciples of Jesus do; they love. It is their defining characteristic. They are 

a community of love. The give, receive, and share love. Love grounds their lives. 

They practice love and are good at it. They show people the way to live by 

embodying love. They persevere through challenges with it. It is their lasting mark 

and eternal legacy.” 
 

“For too long self-professed Christians have convinced themselves they were 

loving God while centuries of oppression and exploitation took place in this land. 

They sand their songs of devotion, prayed with passion, and were moved during 

deep contemplation. But is it precisely at this moment that Jesus’ greatest 

commandment pulls back the curtain on the whole circus and exposes the 
hypocrisy and emptiness grounded in disobedience to the great commandment and 

our disdain for our fellow creatures living before the Creator.” 

 

“Gustavo Gutiérrez explains it this way, ‘It is not enough to say that the love of 

God is inseparable from the love of one’s neighbor. It must be added that love for 

God is unavoidably expressed through love of one’s neighbor.’ If he is right, then 
there have been many attempts to worship God among church folk that have lacked 

genuine love for God.”    

 

“When some oppressed people hear Christians talk about love, they shudder in fear 

because their “love” often results in more harm. The meaning of love has been so 

domesticated and manipulated and is frequently weaponized. We don’t know what 
love is. We don’t know what love looks like. Just about anything can pass as love 

in Christian circles today.” 

 

“One of the most popular ways that love is domesticated is by equating it with 

sentimentality. That is, those in power like to pass it off as a mushy feeling. When 

comfortable people are having their feels, they will suggest that is their evidence of 
love [for others]…Unfortunately, for many sentimentality results in no action. No 

effort is made to change the situation.” 

 

Thankfully, Jesus models Christian love for us, allowing us to clear the table of all 

the poor imitations. In the life, ministry, and death of Jesus, radical and sacrificial 

love is embodied on humanity’s behalf…Jesus takes on the responsibility for the 
well-being of those who suffer, those in need, and those captive to the evil forces 

of sin and death that have entrapped humanity.        



The love of Jesus “is embodied and therefore costly. It is costly because love takes 

risks for others. The truthfulness of his love is expressed through action. Jesus’ 
actions become for Christians the model and measurement for whether love is 

genuine or fake.” 

 

1 John 3:16-18 explains it this way: “We know love by this, that he laid down his 

life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives for one another. How does God’s 

love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister  in need 
and yet refuses help? Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth 

and action.” 

 

“In short, love pursues the well-being of others concretely in action. The truth of 

love is embodied rather than spoken. This is a truth that can only be lived to find 

its perfection. No words, not even these reflections on this page, can capture the 
fullness of love. They can only gesture and point you toward the Christian action 

that embodies God’s truth that Jesus laid down his life for us and that we now 

participate in that very life in Christ.” 

 

“Loving our enemies isn’t about “liking” our enemies or looking the other way in 

response to real harm caused. Love affirms that they too are made in the image of 
God and have inherent value, worth, and dignity. Love sees their personhood and 

complexity and has compassion that they too are in captivity to evil and are in need 

of God’s deliverance. And finally, love refuses to destroy them. This however, 

does not take off the table the need for truth-telling, accountability, and ultimately, 

the responsibility for oppressors to make right the wrongs they have committed.” 

 
“I believe that anger is sometimes too quickly aligned with hatred and bitterness. 

This is a mistake...two general categories [of anger], if not more, ought to be 

distinguished…there is an uncontrolled and unleashed anger that easily morphs 

into hatred. This kind of anger is a destructive force that will eat you up from the 

inside out.” 

 
“However, that is not the only kind of anger that exists. Not all anger turns into 

bitterness and hatred. For example, Scripture frequently portrays God as angered 

by all the injustice and harm that humans have done to one another. Typically, 

Christians have called this righteous indignation…For this type of anger not to 

break down into a destructive force, it must be embraced with love so that it can be 

channeled in creative and constructive ways. Righteous indignation combined with 
love produces a passion that aligns with God’s own responses to injustice and 

harm.” 



Questions for Discussion 

 
The call to love God and neighbor is the central command of scripture. Yet, in 

many communities of faith, this radical call is peripheral. How does keeping love 

at the center sustain our witness to God’s delivering power?  

 

Hart writes that “love of God is manifested through our love of our fellow 

humans” (p. 336). What does he mean by this? Why is this notion so important? 
 

How does the sentimentalization of agape love uphold the status quo of 

oppression? 

 

How do the life, death, and resurrection Jesus demonstrate an ethic of love that 

seeks to overcome every barrier to community, liberation, and human flourishing? 
 

In the closing of this book, Hart writes that love “remains the most powerful 

instrument for creating the possibility of radical deliverance of even oppressors 

instead of perpetuating cycles of violence and harm” (p. 363). What are some 

cycles of harm that the love-rooted pursuit of justice could heal and interrupt in 

your local context? 
 


